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The Mayor’s Message
In 2011, the City of Woodson Terrace adopted its Comprehensive Plan to guide
growth, private development and public investments in infrastructure to support a
resilient, more connected community. Our vision is one to support an innovative
and welcoming center for business, while maintaining our identity as a familyfriendly City. Since the adoption of that Plan, we have been working to redevelop
deteriorated properties and support existing businesses in some very challenging
times. We are proud of what we have been able to achieve, most recently with new hotel properties along
Woodson and Natural Bridge Roads, redevelopment projects which are consistent with goals and priorities
outlined in the Comprehensive Plan.
A key recommendation in the Plan was for the City to explore the feasibility of extending Woodson
Road across Interstate 70 (I-70) to connect with Lambert International Boulevard and St. Louis Lambert
International Airport. We believe this connection would provide significant benefit to Woodson Terrace,
improving quality of life for residents and enhancing new and existing business opportunities along the
underutilized Woodson Road and Natural Bridge corridors. A study of this connection to the Airport was
initiated last year and completed in February 2020. Following the study, we engaged in a series of briefings
with key stakeholders (Lambert Airport, City of St. Louis, and Missouri Department of Transportation,
among others) to make sure we were on the right track. We are pleased to report positive feedback and
encouragement from each of these briefings.
This newsletter reviews the study and its recommendations. The City seeks your input regarding the study
and offers several opportunities to do so. First, we invite you to dive into this Project Overview of findings
from the study, and then complete the survey on the back page of the Newsletter to provide your thoughts
and comments. The survey can be accessed electronically on the City’s website or Facebook page. Finally,
we invite you to visit the Woodson Road Airport Connection Project website where you can view the full
study, and to join me and our consultant team at a Virtual Town Hall briefing on November 24
(see box below for registration information) to learn more and ask questions.

The Virtual Town Hall will take place
on November 24, 2020 from 4-6 PM.
Please visit the Project web page
www.wrairportconnection.org
or City Facebook page to join the
meeting. After the meeting, you
can watch a recording at the same
location.
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SCAN HERE FOR
FACEBOOK

Mayor Besmer

SCAN HERE FOR
WEBSITE

I look forward to hearing from you and thank you for helping keep our community safe and strong.

Woodson Road
Airport Connection Project
What
The Woodson Road Airport Connection Project will directly link Woodson Road to St. Louis Lambert
International Airport and the Bi-State MetroLink Terminal 2 Station, as well as provide public road, bike and
pedestrian infrastructure improvements within the Woodson Road and Natural Bridge Road corridors.
Where
The Project will occur along Woodson Road, commencing at Bataan Road (on the south) and extending to
Natural Bridge Road (on the north), then under a reconstructed and elevated I-70, to intersect with Lambert
International Boulevard at Terminal 2 of St. Louis Lambert International Airport.
Why
The Woodson Road Airport Connection Project will address a number of issues critical to the overall
economic health and social well-being of the City and the region, including:
•

Allowing enhanced, direct access for residents of communities in the “Near North County” market,
and north St. Louis City, to the 6,000 jobs at the Airport;

•

Providing needed public improvements to support private investment in development and
redevelopment within the Woodson Road, Natural Bridge Road, and St. Charles Rock Road corridors;

•

Reconstructing an aging portion of I-70, identified as a “priority corridor for improvement” by the
Missouri Department of Transportation’s Planning and Environmental Linkage study;

•

Making trips easier, faster, shorter and safer for businesses (particularly hotels, rental car agencies
and parking facilities) needing to shuttle their patrons to and from the Airport;

•

Enabling access to public transit directly from Woodson Road;

•

Facilitating additional linkage to the Airport’s MetroLink Station at Terminal 2;

•

Enhancing, and making safer, bicycle and pedestrian pathways along Woodson Road, including
access to and from the Airport;

•

Creating a welcoming entry point for visitors to the Gateway region; and

•

Making the City a “destination”, directly accessible from one of the region’s major economic
development engines.

3

Woodson Road Airport Connection
executive
summary
and Corridor
Study
TERMINAL 2
parking exit
TERMINAL 2

John L.
Brown Park

DY

U
ST

EA

AR

Study Purpose

: Study
area and project extent
The WoodsonFigure
RoadES-1
Airport
Connection
and Corridor Study (the “Study”) was commissioned to explore the
feasibility of extending Woodson Road across Interstate 70 (I-70) to connect with Lambert International
Purpose
and Woodson
Terrace,
its residents,
and The
negatively
the project
or evaluated a
Boulevard andStudy
St. Louis
Lambert International
Airport
(“the
Airport”).
Studyimpact
formulated
and
Need
its local businesses in the form of even render the project infeasible.
number of alternatives
to City
determine
the viability
directly connecting
Woodson Terrace to the Airport, and
In 2011, the
of Woodson
economicofdevelopment,
increased
Terrace
adopted
its
Comprehensive
access
to
transit,
and
multimodal
The
Woodson Road
also to examine options for roadway improvements, biking and walking infrastructure,
andAirport
opportunities for
Plan to guide growth, private network connectivity.
Connection and Corridor Study
private development
in the
corridor.
development,
andWoodson
investments Road
in
presents and evaluates alternatives
public infrastructure and assets.

The

connection

of

Woodson

to determine the viability of directly

Primary Finding
The Plan recommended the City Road to the Airport is no small connecting Woodson Terrace to
the feasibility of extending undertaking. Such a project would the airport. The study also examines
After analyzingexplore
considerations
defined by the City, the Study demonstrates that connecting Woodson Road
Woodson Road across Interstate require substantial engineering, options for roadway improvements,
to the Airport is70feasible,
and theto preferred
option tocoordination,
accomplish
this isbiking
to raise
the current
elevation of I-70
(I-70) to connect
Lambert interagency
financial
and walking
infrastructure,
International
Boulevard
and
St.
and
staff
resources,
political
and
corridor
development
along
and extend Woodson Road north, under the Interstate, to directly connect to the Airport. This
design will
Louis Lambert International Airport commitment, and time. In addition, Woodson Road.
not only have (“the
a significant
impact
on the
Woodson
airport”). beneficial
This potential
project
constraints
in the Road
form of corridor but will enhance neighboring
connection
to
the
airport
could
utilities,
clearance,
grades,
communities in North St. Louis County by providing multi-modal right
connectivity and improved traffic circulation
provide significant benefit to of way, and obstructions could
to the Airport. Also, and critical to the feasibility of this connection to the Airport, is that this preferred design
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What Was Looked At - Results

Connection Alternatives Considered
• Pedestrian & Bicycle Suspension Bridge
Crossing
• Pedestrian & Bicycle Bridge Crossing
• Pedestrian & Bicycle Undercrossing
• Woodson Road Underpass
Roadway Configuration Element
• Boulevard
• Three-Lane Roadway

Alternative Travel Modes Element
• Side Path
• Two-Way Protected Bike Lane
• Directional Protected Bike Lanes
Corridor Connection Element
• Boulevard
• Three-Lane Roadway
• Nodal Emphasis

Woodson Road Airport Connection
The evaluation of the four Alternatives for the Woodson Road Airport Connection results in a clear
demonstration of the Woodson Road Underpass as the Preferred Alternative (Figures PA-1 and PA-2).
This Alternative performs the best of the Alternatives reviewed in all three evaluation categories, and its
value is found, particularly, in its performance on both “Connectivity” and “Positive Impacts”. The Preferred
Alternative supports existing plans (including the City’s Comprehensive Plan, as well as the Missouri
Department of Transportation’s Planning and Environmental Linkage and the Gateway Bike Plan), gives
direct access to the Airport and Metrolink, improves vehicular, public transit, pedestrian and bicycle
circulation and safety to and from the Airport, and specifically enhances opportunities for redevelopment
within the Woodson Road and Natural Bridge corridors. The Preferred Alternative also promotes additional
economic development opportunities in adjacent communities and provides a positive experience for users
of the Airport, a gateway to the St. Louis metropolitan area.
Woodson Road Corridor
The Preferred Alternative for the Woodson Road Corridor is comprised of the best performing Conceptual
Alternative for each project Element: Roadway Reconfiguration, Alternative Travel Modes, and Corridor
Development.
The Preferred Alternative consists of a three-lane roadway configuration with directional separated bike
lanes, sidewalks, and focused nodal development at distinct locations along the Corridor, all of which
support the Town Center concept identified in the City’s Comprehensive Plan.
Next Steps
Additional engineering is needed for the Preferred Alternatives to answer questions raised by stakeholders,
as well to prepare grant applications and participate in a variety of federal, state and local funding programs.
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Woodson Road Undercrossing Alternative, preferred I-70 crossing option

Woodson Road Multimodal Undercrossing Alternative, preferred I-70 profile
6

NOVEMBER 2020

Citizen Survey for Woodson Road
Airport Connection Project
We appreciate you taking time to answer these questions to help us understand the community’s views regarding the
Woodson Road Airport Connection Project (the Project). We greatly value your comments and ideas. You can drop
this page off to City Hall OR complete the survey online on the City’s website OR on its Facebook page. THANK YOU!
The Woodson Road Airport Connection Project (the Project) will directly link Woodson Road to St. Louis Lambert
International Airport and the Bi-State MetroLink Terminal 2 Station, as well as provide public road, bike and pedestrian
infrastructure improvements within the Woodson Road and Natural Bridge Road corridors.
1. What excites you most about the Project? (check all that apply)
Economic development potential
Enhanced safety for all modes of travel on Woodson Road and Natural Bridge Road
Direct access to St. Louis Lambert International Aiport
Direct access to MetroLink and MetroBus
Improved circulation in the immediate area
Other_____________________________________________________________________________
2. What concerns you the most about the Project?
How the project will be paid for
The time it will take to implement the Project
Impact on travel in the immediate area during construction
The Project will bring more traffic to the immediate area
Other_____________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you think the Project will enhance your quality of life in Woodson Terrace?
Yes

No

4. The Project is designed to allow persons to walk, bike, drive and take public transportation directly to the
Airport, to MetroLink, and to businesses on Woodson Road and Natural Bridge Road.
Upon completion,will the Project make you more likely to walk, bike, drive, or take public transportation to the 		
following? (Choose all that apply)
To Airport, more likely to:
Walk
Drive

Bike
Public Transit

To Metrolink, more likely to:
Walk
Drive

Bike
Public Transit

To businesses on Woodson Road and Natural Bridge Road, more likely to:
Walk
Drive

Bike
Public Transit

5. The Project will require the City to look at a range of funding sources. Would you consider supporting the City’s
use of local funds to leverage state and federal funding sources to pay for the Project?
Yes

No

General Comments (Use additional pages if needed): ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
Please Return the Survey by December 7, 2020, by 4:00 PM
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Get Connected
There are many ways to connect with and contact the City of Woodson Terrace.

Phone: 314 427 2600
Fax: 314 427 0571
Email: cityclerk@woodsonterrace.net
www.wrairportconnection.org

And as always, check the marquee in front of City Hall for the most up to date information.

CITY OF WOODSON TERRACE
4323 Woodson Road
Woodson Terrace, MO 63134
314 427-2600

OPEN MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.
EXCEPT 1ST WEDNESDAY OF MONTH CLOSE AT 4:00 P.M.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETINGS
3RD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH – 7:00 P.M.

